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ROFESSIONS of impartiality ate 
made ſo eaſily, and have fo oſten been made 
for finiſter purpoſes, that; like declaration 
of honeſty, they have ſeldom any eſſect but 
that of ſetting the minds of thoſe to WHẽm 
| they are addrefſed; more an theis giard; d 
| perhaps they would otherwiſe have been 1 if 
this, however, | were all, as they carry their 
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much bam done; but as 4 to me to 
be as uſeleſs as they are ſuſpicious: for how ꝰ 
is an argument at all affected by the mo- 
u Characher of him who fuſes it? Do we 
give credit the more readily to a tale, be- 
eauſe we know that che relator believes it 
himſelf? Or is there any neceſſary connec- 
tion bet ee integrity of intention and ſound- 
neſs of reaſoning ? All the arts of depreca- 
tion and ꝑtataſtatiom are either refinements of 
cunning, by which villainy hopes to paſs 
unexamined, or they are the ex abumanti 
precautions of a good mind, . ſolicitous to 
elear itſeif of erimes, of which no one fut. 
pets it. I ſhall therefore truſt what I have 
to offer to its own merits. If it be worth 
ur attention, the character of the Author 
Will not enhance its value; if otherwiſe, it 5 
will not teſcve it from-the eder | 
KErves, ore rn de bie eee | 
th yi yer os Lhe noe 2c 
— 2 But 


1 | 
But my contempt of all literary.manceuvre 
will netoenempt me from the neceſſity of 
declaring che ręaſonis that have induced rne 


to offat you, thus publicly, what has occur» | 


| red to me on the ſubje& of the Slave · Trade. 
Next, then, to the reaſons common to all 


authors, it is, that though I highly reverence 


dhe motives of thoſe who have ſtepped for- 
ward as: the advocates of the unfortunate 


Africans; I cannot but think, from all the ſteps 


that they have hitherto taken, or, from what 
I harr collected, are likely to take, that they 
and ſpendiiig their time to no purpoſe. If I 
underſtand the matter rightly;- application is 
tobe made to Parliarnent to take the ſituation 


of the ſlares, in the Britiſi Weſt- Indies, 


into its conſideration, and to apply ſuch re- 
madies to the hardſhigs they fuffer, as Par- 
- harment, in its wiſdom, ſhall think fit. Thus 
far, at leaſt, the moſt moderate of the advo- 


eates for the Negroes go; but there are 
B 2 ä others 
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take üb, che fyle and title of che; Society, 
af vchich y are at che head; is 44 ArSociory 
un inſtautedd dor the purpoſe bf eftoctlug the 
”  464:4boliticls of the Slave Prale“ It? wil 


_ orcindbvidually; weill: fuggeſt to ãt ſuch imea- 
Aures as thenodndewe to che kehy to produde 
ab deſingd effect. The ideas on which thdfe 
atatures eb to ſtand, they. have bee at rio 

Fans hel I have liſbened to ithem 
Iuaith me attention : and it ĩs the object of 


yd te the public; ſuch refſections as: they 


.cltar my way by ſume ĩtiq̃uiries into the n - 
but acid?! n cauſes of the evil oh- 
110 [ 24 Stained 
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this pamphlet th ſubrnit to ou, and through 


have given riſe to:ih my mind. I have found 
-it neceſſary, however, before I proceed to | 
Hat is the principal aim of theſe pages, tio0 


g 
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diſcovering chem, c 
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| 11 1 is e extreinely deut, Naa ate, . 
impoffible, t draw a line between Liberty P — 
| and Slavery, ſe 0 fine, yet 0 Giſtinct, a as that 
the preeiſe limits of each ſhall be readily ſeen 
at a tri inſient 2 Whatever definition 
we adopt of either of thoſe terms, there will 
always be found ſomething in the ſituation 
and cireurnſtanices of the country from which 
it 78 taken, which proves that 1 It "participates, 
in ans degree, 1 in the character and quali- 
dies of the oppolite ſyſtem. Even here 1 in 
| "England, "where civil liberty 3 is ſuppoſed to 
have reached a point of perfection hitherto 
*unknown'in the hiſtory of ſociety, it would 
be no difficult taſk to point out inſtances of 
"Iuitice and oppteſſiop, not merely tolerated, 
but abſolutely eſtabliſhed” by the laws, with 
"Which" rn the definition of Civil- Liberty is 


* wholly 


* 


urge erer man not to withhold from, others 


- 7 


„ 
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1 
wholly, incompatible. . For inſtance, what 
are all the regulations of incorporated trades, 
but invaſions of the natural right of every 
man to employ his. money and his induſtry 
in the manner; which he ſhall, deem the moſt 
. Fdvantageous to h imſelf; ? „The Hite too, 
by which I reland, till within theſe few years, 
was governed, w what was it. hut a ſyſtem of | 


4 prohibition and monopoly, dictsted by the 
ſame ſpirit of commercial intolerance and K 


inſatiahility that ſu ggeſted the - regulations. be 
incorporated trades ? Nations, like indivi- 
duals, and En gland, like other nations, 
have never boon backward to depreſs thoſe 
who are already weak, and t to o rake every ad- 2 
caſt his eye over - the Ratutes nll o in this 
country, from the time of Elizabeth to that 
of William and Mary, relative to the com- 
merce and manufactures of Ircland, and then 
let him alk, where i is that juſtice that ſhould 


the 
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the rights which he profeſſes to hold fo dear 
to himſelf ? It is not a little ſingular, that 
thoſe ſtatutes were made at the inſti gation, | 
and for the benefit of thoſe very merchants 


and manufacturers of Mancheſter, Birming- 


ham, and other places, who are now, with 


the ſtrangeſt inconſiſtency, appealing to the 


humanity and piety of their countrymen, 


againſt the barbarity of their brethren at Li- 


verpool. So ready are the moſt notorious 
violaters of juſtice to turn againſt others the 


very arguments which convulſe them with 


paſſion when applied to themſelves; and ſo 


_ eagerly do they-catch at every e Ho 


of ſeeming to pay a conſcientious regard to 


religion and Philanthropy, when it coſts 
f 
them only a little clamour and invective. 


But though Liberty and Slavery, like day 


and night, run thus into each other, in ſuch 

a manner as that it is impoflible to ſay where 

the one begins or the other ends, yet, like 
day 
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day and night, they are perfectly diſtinguiſh 
able 1 in their extremes; and indeed, at de- 
glees, not very far diſtant. from each other. 
| England enjoys more civil liberty than 


PFnance, and France than Poland: Poland 


again may, perhaps, think itſelf happier than 
che Provinces which have now, for ſome 
d ges, been deſolated by the alternate ravages 
of the Impęrialiſts and the Turks. But ſtill, 
ſtriking as the difference is, between the firſt 
of. theſe foyr anſtances and the laſt, we dg 
not find any thing in the permanent circum» | 
ſtances e even of thoſe unfortunate Provinces, 
which, when heard, makes humanity re- 

: coil, Their tendency towards an increaſe of 
population (the infallible criterion. of national 
happineſs) may not be ſo great as chat of 
Poland, of France, and of England; but 
il it does not decline, nor is it neceſſary to 


bꝛueep it up by continual ſupplies, violentiy 


introduced, from other countries: the ex- 


E 


indicates, obtains in no part of Europe, nor 
in any part of the globe, that I know of, but 
the Weſt-India Wands. 


And there, when we conſider that the- 
negroes, thou gh removed from their native 
climate, exchan ge it for one by no means 
unfavourable to their conſtitutions, and that 
conſequently of the numbers whoſe place is 
to be -annually ſupplied by importations 
from Africa, very few can be ſuppoſed to 
have fallen victims to the climate, we ſhall 
be able, after making the neceffary deduc- 
tions for ſuch as die in the due courſe of. 
nature, or are carried off by accidents and 
the diſorders to which men are liable in all 
countries and in all fituations, to form ſome 
idea of the proportion of thoſe whoſe death, 
or (which is the fame thing to the planter) 
whoſe total debilitation is to be imputed 
ſolely to ill uſage, and the barbarity of un- 


SO avarice. * 
| PE, There 


* 2 
There is one caſe, indeed, in which ſo 
_ large. an. importation of Slaves may be diſ- 
poſed of without any impeachment of the. 
humanity of their owners; I mean the caſe 
of a new country, where the materials of 
labour are more abundant than hands to 
work them. But this, I apprehend, is not 
at all the caſe of the Welt Indies: thoſe 
Iſlands, though not yet fully ſettled, are, 
however, paſt that time of rapid improve- 
ment and population, which almoſt every 
: country ſces at ſome period of its political 
exiſtence: this plea therefore cannot be ſer. 
up in their favour. 


Here, then, we have a proof of avarice 
and barbarity, too ſtrong for any aſſertion, 
however poſitive, to. countervail : a proof 
. which, to a mind ſufficiently enlarged. to 
comprehend it, carries immediate and com- 
plete conviction. To enlarge upon it would 


4.x 


Ws 
be but idle declamation 3 to deny the in- 
ference that follows it, would imply the 
extremity of folly as well as of effrontery. 


The evil, no doubt, calls for immediate 
redreſs: but before we begin to counteract 
it, let us be ſure that we have diſcovered 
the true cauſe of it; leſt, like unſkilful 


- practitioners, we hack and mangle the un- 


happy patient, while the ſeat of the diſor - 
der is untouched. Now as the Weſt- Indian 


Hands are not the only parts of the world 


that we have been connected with, in which 


Slavery has obtained; and as it is an acknow- 
ledged fact, that the ſituation of the Negroes 


in ſome of the Provinces of North America, 
while they were' Britiſh Colonies, was ſuch 


as might excite the envy of even the lower 


ranks of people in this country, it will not 
be unpleaſant, nor, I believe, unprofitable, 


to take a view of the probable cauſes of fo 
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ſtriking a difference in the lot of men, in 
whoſe favour the rights of humanity, and 
the laws of nations, as to the grounds on 
which they were originally deprived of 
liberty, might have been pleaded with equal - 
eee 2 


I muſt premiſe, that the Provinces, to 
which I wiſh what I have to offer on this 
part of my ſubject may be applied, are prin- 
cipally the Southern, in which the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco, indigo, cotton, rice, and 
other articles, the produce of warm eli. 
mates, forms che principal employment of 
he planiters ; and where, I believe; expe- 
nence has ſufficiently evinced, that the la- 
bour of the field, while it ſoon exhauſts 
every European conſtitution, has no effect 
upon that of the Africans. In the Northern 
Provinces, both the climate and the produce 
are ſo like thoſe of the Mother Country, 
| that 


5 ( 23 ] 
that the Whutes, as they are called, have 
no occaſion for Negroes, - and, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, make but little uſe of 
them. © 1 


I would be underſtood, too, to ſpeak 
of things as they were before the late re- 
volution. What I have to offer reſpec- 
ting them, may not apply exactly to their 
preſent ſituation, though it may poſſibly, 
and probably will, a ſhort time hence. 


In- thoſe provinces, then, land was ſo 
plentiful, conſequently ſo cheap, and la- 
bour fo ſcarce,  confequently ſo dear, that 
almoſt every man either had, or might 
have had, more of the former than he 
could get of the latter to cultivate it. The 
planters, therefore, not only purchaſed as 
many ſlaves as they could pick up, and 
when they had them, treated them with 
Care 


{ 14 ] 


cate and attention, but in many places 


57 found it profitable to breed them. Though 


| this conduct was dictated ſolely by the ſenſe 
of their intereſt, yet it was dictated by the 
motive which, in great bodies, of men, is 
the ſtrongeſt of all that influence the human 
breaſt. The American ſlaves, therefore, 
had every circumſtance in their favour that 

could mitigate the rigour of their ſituation ; 
nay, ſo much were they indebted to the 
interceſſion of that powerful mediator, that 
for ſome time before the war, the ſlaves 
were beginning, in many parts of the 
continent, to acquire ſomething like a right 
to property independent of their maſters, 
which they were allowed to manage for 
cheir own advantage, and by means of 


' - which they were enabled to purchaſe their 


freedom. Not that ſo great a revolution 
was effected againſt the. conſent of their 

maſters, or in conſequence of any novel 
92 . ideas 


s 


ideas of juſtice or humanity propagated 


amongſt them; their maſters were the very 
men who ſhewed them the way to inde- 
pendence, and enabled them to attain to it. 


In order to increaſe their induſtry, they 


began firſt with allowing them ſome little 
indulgencies, which were afterwards ex- 
tended into ſomething like wages : by de- 
grees it became evident, that a ſlave ex- 
erted himſelf in proportion as he was al- 
lowed to ſhare in the fruits of his labours ; 
and at laſt the great event above mentioned 
was completely brought about. It was 
then, and not till then, that what expe- 
rience had ſhewn to be profitable, philan- 
thropy diſcovered to be juſt, 


But the Weſt-Indian iſlands requiring 


a much ſmaller number of ſlaves to ſtock 


them originally than the American pro- 
vinces did, and having alſo arrived much 
: naearer 
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nearer that extreme point, be g nd which 
the improvement of a country cannot be 
earried, it might be expected would alſo 
require a much ſmaller number for keep- 
ing up their ſtock. Experience, however, 
nad the much-boaſted importance of our 
| African trade, plainly ſhew, not only that 
no ſuch: proportion between the original 
ſtock and the annual ſupply takes place, 
but alſo, that the planters in. general do 
not ' conceive they have ſuch an inte- 
- - xeſt in treating their negroes with care 
- and attention as their brethren on the con- | 
 - tinent do. In the iſlands, if a negro is 
fick, and his recovery doubtful, it is a 


matter of no great concern to his maſter ; 


g who knows that, conſidering what it will 
coſt to have his ſlave cured, with the loſs 
of his labour during the interval, and the 

probable chance of his being in part, per- 

haps entirely, diſabled for the reſt of his 

N 155 SOR: life, 


E 


life, the expence of ſupplying his place 
with another will not be very great: nay, 
it has ſometimes been made a queſtion, 
whether it might be good ceconomy to 
leave the poor wretch to his fate, and buy 
a2 new flave immediately. Inſtances of 
ſuch barbarity are, however, not common, 
and T believe excite abhorrence even in the 
Welt Indies. | 


| 1 43; it is unneceſſary for me to fag, 
that. in the compariſon I am making be- 
tween the two. deſcriptions of planters, I 
mean what I have advanced to. be entirely 
general, and ſubject to the uſual propor- 
tion of exceptions. It would be as abſurd 
as wicked, to ſuppoſe that there were 
not in the Weſt Indies men of the moſt 
enlarged humanity and unaffected benevo- 
lence. I know, and am happy to pubs - 
liſh it to the world, that there are many . 

Bs eſtates 


„ 
eſtates where che negroes are found to in 
ereaſe ſo rapidly, as not only to keep up 
their own ſtock, but alſo in ſome” mea - 
ſure to ſupply the demand of others: an 
unequivocal proof, as well as never-failin; 'F 
reward of good treatment — nor, on the 
| other hand, am I to learn, that inſtances 
are to be found in America, of maſters, 
ſo wretchedly blind to their own intereſt, | 
as to treat their ſlaves with the greateſt 
| eruelty: bft in what part of the world 
are there not men, blind to their plaineſt 
and moſt obvious intereſt? All I mean to 
affert i is, "Wat the general character of the 
Americans and Weſt Indiahs is ſuch as 
I have deſcribed it to be; and that we 
are not to look for the cauſe of that cha- 


23 rafter 1 in any principle of inhumanity pecu- 


liar to the one, or of ddemency felt only 
by the other: individuals differ, but great 
bodies of men are at all times and in all 

coun- 


| 1% 
countries the ſame; the operation of moral 
cauſes is as irreſiſtible and as certain, as n 
that of phyſical. Both the Americans and 
Weſt Indians were influenced by their 
intereſt : change their circumſtances, and 
you would inſtantly ſee them change cha- 
racters, and without remorſe add one more a 

| melancholy proof to the already too-evi- 
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dent truth, that humanity, when applied 4 
as a rule of conduct to great collections 4 


—— 
— 
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— 
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of men, is but a flaxen thread round the 
arms of a Samſon. — I return to my 
fubject. 


The reaſon of this great difference may, 

I believe, be traced to the very different 
objects which the two clafles of planters 
have in view. No ſooner has an adven- 
- turer got a footing in the Hands, than 
his eyes are turned towards Europe; his 
fortune, of courſe, is to be made rapidly 
11 60 | D dut 


L 20 ] 


but that ! is to be done, not by the ſteady, 
perſovering induſtry, which huſbands its 
ſtrength, and reaches the goal, late perhaps, 
J yet with oertainty, but by the violent ex- 


ertion, which muſt go over a certain quan- 


rity of ground by "a limited and not far 


diſtant hour. He finds it, therefore, more 


_ advantageous to work his flaves in ſuch 
a2 männer, as that, though they are ex- 
hauſted in a very few years, yet in the 


mean time they have anſwered his pur- 


poſe. He has accumulated the propoſed 


fortune, ahd returns home within the prot 


poſed period. 


" ” 
* 1 

- 
— » 


In this (caſe, as in moſt others, it is 


7 the power that creates the deſire. The 


enormous profits of a Weſt- India planta- 


tion open to its owner a proſpect of rai- 
ſing, at an early period of life, ſuch a for- 


| tune as, in the * from. which he 
| — 2 | | % | came, 


| 1 
came, will entitle him to a place in ſociety 
far above what he could have aſpired to, 
had he remained there. The iſlands pre- 
ſent to him no object of ſufficient magni- 


tude to detain him in a part of the world 


where the climate is as prejudicial to his 
health, as the ſources of manly and ra- 


tional employment, and even of amuſe- 


ment and diffipation, are ſcanty and uns 
GatisfaQory to his mind. A ſeat in the 
Aſſembly or the Council is the higheſt pin- 
nacle of grandeur within his reach : that 
degree of elevation he generally attains be- 


fore he has effected his principal purpoſe— | 


what then remains for him but England? 
That arnple field, into the liſts of which 
he can enter with ſuch decided advantages 


as accompany wealth. To England then 


he bends his views: Fancy already paints 
to him the ſtyle of ſplendor he is to live 
in, the connections he is to be courted to 

a form, 
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form, and the conſideration he is at once 


to ſtep into. No wonder, then, if he 


wakes from his dream of grandeur, only 
to form new plans of profit, and to goad 
his fainting flaves to new exertions of in · 


" 
1 * 
4 
F 
* 
992 , " 
”. 


* Abet, on the contrary, it ſeldom 


happened t that a man, even in the ſouthern 


ptovinices, where. the largeſt eſtates were 


found, had accumulated what would be 
called even a moderate fortune, till he had | 
paſſed the meridian of life ; and then it 
generally happened, that he was married, 


and ſurrounded by a family. At his years, 
and in his ſituation, the ardour of enter- 
prize, if it be ſtill alive, is effectually kept 
under by prudential conſiderations. In the 


country where he was, he could enſure to 
his children, if not a ſplendid, at leaſt a 


reſpectable and an eaſy eſtabliſhment : in 
1 45 che 


/ 


i 
the country from which he came, they 


would have to ſtruggle with all the diffis 


culties chat obſtruct the progreſs of thoſe 
who are to make their way; where every 
line of employment is crowded with com- 


petitors: at his years, too, the ties which 


bind the young mind to the ſpot where it 
imbibed its firſt ideas, are very conſidera» 
bly weakened, and the impreſſions which 


made him leave it with regret, very mueh 


defaced. In America then he reſolves to 
remain, and, fatisfied with his lot, ſeeks 


only for the means of rendering it perma- 


nent; and in America, where every man 


was, or wiſhed to be concerned in the cul - 


tivation of land, a ſtock of healthy negroes, 
multiplying in the rapid progreſſion that 


always accompanies plenty and content, 


was the moſt valuable property he could 


poſſe ſs. Af | 1 
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It now only remains to point out the: pr · 
"\þable cauſe of that great difference in the 


— 


profits of the American and the Weſt-Indian i 


Planter, to Which we have traced a corre- 
ſpondent difference in their reſpective views 


and conduct: and this I cannot but aſcribe 
ſolely to the much -applauded Act of Naviga- | 
tion, and che Acts to which it has given ; 


birth. That Act was dictated by ideas of 


commercial policy, which were both at that 


time, and long afterwards, thought indiſ- 


| | putable ; and which, though à good deal 
ſhaken by ſubſequent i inquiries, continue to. 


form the creed of many reſpectable and;in- 


"relligent men, and to conſtitute the great 


popular baſis of commercial legiſlation. The 
object of it, as far as related to the Colonies, 


was to confine both their import and their 
export trade almoſt entirely to the Mother 


Country: and this purpoſe it has undoubt- 
edly anſwered, at leaſt with reſpe@ to 


Se 2 


money of your ſubſeribers in paying people 
for callecting iniſtances of cruelty and op» 
preſſion, which, if true, only prove what 
no one denies, that ſaves are aues; but 
which every man of common experience 
and diſcernment liſtens to with caution, and 
rejects upon much leſſer evidence, than he 
requires for admitting them; inſtead of ex- 
ecciſing, and conſequently fatiguing, the 
feelings of the nation by laboured deſcrip- 
tiens of wanton barbarity and unmerited 
ſufferings ; above all, inſtead of ſuch exer- 
tions of zeal, as report fays have been diſ- 

played at Liverpool, and which almoſt juſ- 
tify the ridicule of the unfeeling, but lead 
the man of tefleftion to diſtruſt a cauſe 
undertaken by ſuch triflionaries z inſtead 
of this, you will, in my opinion, be more 
likely to promote the intereſts. of huma- 
nity} by collecting evidence to ſhew, that 
the Weſt-Indian iſlands, ſo far from being 
e | F , "of 


£66: 

ok che importance commonly aſcribed fo 
them, have, in reality, long been, and 
while - the | preſent ſyſtem remains, muſt 
continue to be, a dead weight about the 
neck of this country, to ſtifle its efforts 


and diſtract its ſtrength; that hitherto, 
however, the nation, impoſed upon by the 
fophiſtry; and dazzled by the appearance 


of thoſe who are intereſted in the trade 
and cultivation of them, has not only ac- 
| quieſced in; but even promoted a ſyſtem, 
which enriches a 'few individuals at the 
expence of the reſt of the community; 
that if the monopoly in queſtion were de- 
ſtroyed, and a free competition admitted, 
thoſe iflands would be inhabited and cul- 
tivated by an humbler, but a much more 
| vſeful body of men; and inſtead of occa- 
: fioning to us an immenſe annual. loſs, on 
the expence of governing and protecting 


Es them, would afford a revenue pearly equal 


. 


to their real importance to us: and finally, 


as a conſequence, not intended perhaps, 
but not the leſs grateful to every humane 
mind, that the Planters would find it to 
be as much fot their intereſt to preſerve” 
and cheriſh their Slaves, as they deem it 


to be, at preſent, to oppreſs them, by a. 


ſyſtem of management that carries them 
by thouſands to the grave before 8 r | 
TR Gs * den 00 
N % bas 

It might be expected that T Would FRED F: 
what I have here advanced reſpecting the 
Weſt-India iſlands, and their importance. 


to this nation. I am not afraid to meet 


the queſ tion in its proper place > but the 
diſcuſſion. of it here would be forei gn to 


the point we have before us, and would 
involve other diſcufi ions of a more abſtract 


and intricate nature: beſides, 1 believe if 


would be as uſelefs as  irrelevant's for chere 
* 1 ue 


L 3& J. 
are few vcho pay any attention at all to queG- 
tions of politieal exconemy, who have not 
and to thoſe; who. deſpiſe or are ynace. 
inte with them, ſuch a diſquiſition 
might be ec and Wen un⸗ 
igtelligible. E etTTgao 8 
l 5 0. 2: t 0 mofr gt 

ds ds 9 a notice of ani 

objection that I have often. heard ſtarted,, 
and which — deſerves attention. 
it is gc, are not. the, 1 or, is 
Wincigal perſons, whoſe intereſts, ſhould 
bs... attended. h in eyery] regulation to he, 
Wade reſpeQing the Slave Trade. Iahu-, 
man as it ig, it has opened. a very conſis, 
Frais wartet for the, manufactures of | 
this, , country. an the coaſt, of Africa, and 
ds employmem for a great number both 
A gs apg. en,, 1, believe the impor- 
222 1 x tance 
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the cucumſtances that have been urged 


againſt it, have been exaggerated: and miſ- 


repreſented,  Thaſe arts are as frequently: 
uſed in ſupport: of a good cauſe as in the 


defence of a bad: one. But even let it be 
And as: Mh n -probability-willfaſſie'io 


to be ſtated, ſtill I ſhould conceive, that 
in 2. country where the intereſt of money 


is ſo high as in England, and where ſucts 
large ſtrides are every day making towards 
improvement, that: ſuch a capital as is put 
in motion by the Slave Trade might be 


introduced into other branches of employ- 
ment without any ſenſible inconvenience 


to the merchants, or even to the ſailors 


ane, ang. ill leſs to the na- 


tion at 2 5 


Thus, Si, dew I endeavoured to paint: 
aut ta you what appears: to me to be the 


real 
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real cauſe of the cruelties —— by e 
unfortunate. Africans, whoſe evil Genius 


a throws them into the hands of the Planters 
_ the Britiſh Weſt Indies. I am convinced 


they are to be imputed only to the monopoly 
enjoyed by thoſe Planters againſt this coun- 
ty; and that the reſumption of that mo- 
nopely, either in part or entirely, is the . 
only meaſure that can nn rer or 


* . 


„ 0 e aſcful or . — 
eonceive the interference of the Legiſlature 
may be, yet I am not ſuch an enthuſiaſt as 
to with that the reformation I have recom- 
mended might be brought on ſuddenly, or 
concluded all at once; it is more likely to 
be permanent, when it is gradual. The 


Weſt Indians, criminal as they may appear 


in the wa of humanity and natural eee 5 


„ * a » 


of 5 


| t m3 
of men whatſoever wouldbhaye done in ſimi- 
lar circurnſtances ; they have only obeyed 


that univerſal principle of action, which 
gives motion to all the buſineſs of life. That 


they have ſo long been ſuffered to purſue 
their intereſt at the expence of others, is the 
fault of thoſe who have had it in their power 
to check them, but have neglected to do it. 


Whatever meaſure therefore is propoſed, let 
its operation be ſlow and gradual : it is by 


gentle degrees only that you are to reſtore 
your patient to perfect health; even where 


the diſorder is totally expelled, you muſt 


not ſuffer him to uſe, much leſs preſcribe 
to him, the regimen of one in perfect health. 
Let the Weſt Indians have time to with- 


draw their capitals from their preſent em- 


ployments, and introduce them into others; 
you will by thoſe means be more likely to 
ſucceed, and to do eſſential ſervice to the 
men whoſe cauſe you are pleading, than if 

; you 


! 
you attempted anysſudden and violett revo- 


For, loudly us the evil calls for redreſs, I 
am not ſo ſanguine as to expect that, ſhould 
you adopt even the gentleſt meaſures, you 
Will be able to put chem in execution, wich- 
out exciting all the clamour, and provoking 
all the malignity, with which irritated ſetfiſh- 
neſs ſcruples not to oppoſe all thoſe whom 
it deems its enemies. Should Parliament, 
by your means, be brought to take che fity- 
ation of the negroes into its conſideration, be 
prepared, Sir, to meet with every attack 
that diſappointed avarice- can conjure up 
againſt you: be prepared to hear yourſelf 
ridiculed and execrated ; your views miſte- 
preſented, your meaſures obſtructed, and 
even your motives queſtioned : be prepared, 
m ſhort,” to encounter all that reformers 
uſually have to encounter. Your only hope 


of 
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money of your ſubſcribers in paying people 
for collecting inſtances of cruelty and op- 
preſſion, which, if true, only prove what 
no one denies, that ſlaves are flaves ; but 
which every man of. common experience 
and diſcernment liſtens to with caution, and 
rejects upon much leſſer evidence, than he 
requires for admitting them; inſtead of ex- 
erciſing, and conſequently fatiguing, the 
feelings of the nation by laboured deſctip- 
tions of wanton barbarity and unmerited 
ſufferings; above all, inſtead of ſuch exer- 
tions of zeal, as report ſays have been diſ- 
played at Liverpool, and which almoſt juſ- 

tify the ridicule of the unfeeling, but lead 
the man of reflection to diſtruſt a cauſe 

undertaken by ſuch miſſionaries; inſtead” 

of this, you will, in my opinion, be more 
likely to promote the intereſts of huma- 
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the Weſt-Indian iſlands, ſo far from being 
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of the inaportatice commonly aſcribed to 
them, have, in teality, long been, and 
While the preſent ſyſtem remains, muſt 


continuo to be, a dead weight about the 


neck of 'this country, to ſtifle its efforts 
and diſtract its ſtrength; chat hitherto, 


however, che nation, impoſed upon by the 
Tophifity, and dazzled by the appearancs 


of thoſe who are intereſted in the trade 
and cultivation of them, has not only ac- 


quieſced in, but even promoted a ſyſtem, 
which enriches 2 few individuals at the 
expence of the reſt of the community; 
that if the monopoly in queſtion were de- 
ſttroyed, and a free competition admitted, 
_ - thoſe Hands would be inhabited and cul- 
ſtvated by an humbler, but a much more 
uſeful body of men; and inſtead of occa- 
fioning to us an iminenſe annual loſs, on 
the expence of governing and protecting 
Wan, would . 


\ = 
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to their real importance to us : and finally, 
as a conſequence, not intended perhaps, 


but not the leſs grateful to every humane 


mind, that the Planters would find it to 
be as much for their .intereft to preſerve 


and cherifh their Slaves, as they deem it 


to be, at preſent, to oppreſs them, by a 
ſyſtem of management that carries them 
by thoufands to the grave before they have 
ſeen half their days, 


It might be expected that I ſhould prove 


what I have here advanced reſpecting the 
Weſt-India iſlands, and their importance 
to this nation. I am not afraid to meet 


che queſtion in its proper place; but the 
diſcuſſion of it here would be foreign to 
| the point we have before us, and would 
involve other diſcuſſions of a more abſtract 
and intricate nature: - beſides, I believe ir 


would be as uſeleſs as irtelevant ; for there 
| 3 e 
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are few who pay any attention at all to queſ- 
tions of political œcDOmy, who have not 
not already made up their minds on this; 
2 and to thoſe who deſpiſe or are unac- 
quainted with them, ſuch a diſquiſition 
might be unintereſting, and perhaps un- 


intellig gible. 


I ſhall only ſtop. to take notice of an 
objection that I have often heard ſtarted, 
and which certainly deſerves attention.— 
The Weſt-Indian Merchants and Planters, 


it is ſaid, are not the only, or even the 
principal perſons, whoſe intereſts  ſhoald 


he attended to in every regulation to be 


made reſpecting the Slave Trade. Inhu- 


man as it is it has opened a very conſi- 


derable market for the manufactures of 


this country on the coaſt of Africa, and 
finds employment for a great number both 
of. ſhips 857 men. I believe the impor- 

tance 


1 

tance of chis trade, as well as moſt of 
the circumſtances that have been urged 
againſt it, have been exaggerated and miſ- 
repreſented. Thoſe arts are as frequently 
uſed in ſupport of a good cauſe as in the 
defence of a bad one. But even let it be 
J. ſtated as high as probability will. ſuffer it 
5 to be ſtated, ſtill I ſhould conceive, that 

in a. country where the intereſt of money 

is ſo high as in England, and where ſuch 
large ſtrides are every day making towards 

improvement, that ſuch a capital as is put 

in motion by the Slave Trade might be 

| introduced into other branches of employ- 


ment without any ſenſible inconvemence 
to the merchants, or even to the failors 
and manufacturers, and till leſs to the na- 
tion at large. 55 


Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to point 
out to you what appears to me to be the 
real 


— LJ 
real cauſe of the cruelties ſuffered by the 
unfortunate Africans, whoſe evil Genius 
throws thera into the hands of the Planters 
in the Britiſh Weſt Indies. I am convinced 
they are to be imputed only to the monopoly 
enjoyed by thoſe Planters againſt th is coun· 
try; and that the reſumption of that mo- 
nopoly, either in part or entirely, is the 
only meaſure that can effectually mitigate or 


But EATER uſeful or neceſſary I may 
conceive the interference of the Legiſlature 
may be, yet I am not ſuch an enthuſiaſt as 
to with that the reformation I have recom+ 
mended might be brought on ſuddenly, or 
concluded all at once; it is more likely to 
be permanent, when it is gradual. The 
Weſt Indians, criminal as they may appear 

in the eyes of humanity and natural juſtice, 
have, in fact, done no more than any body 
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of men whatſoever would have done in ſumi- 
lar circumſtances ; they have only obeyed 


that univerſal principle of action, which 


gives motion to all the buſineſs of life. That 
they have ſo long been ſuffered to purſue 
their intereſt at the expence of others, is the 
fault of thoſe who have had it in their power 
to check them, but have neglected to do it. 


Whatever meaſure therefore is propoſed, let 
its operation be flow and gradual : it is by 


gentle degrees only that you are to reſtore 
your patient to perfect health; even where 


the diſorder is totally expelled, you muſt | 


not ſuffer him to uſe, much leſs preſcribe 
to him, the regimen of one in perfect health. 
Let the Weſt Indians have time to with- 
draw their capitals from their preſent em- 
playments, and introduce them into others; 


Fou will by thoſe means be more likely to 
ſucceed, and to do eſſential ſervice to the 
men whoſe cauſe you are pleading, than if 


you 


£41 
you attempted any ſudden and violent rev o- 
lution. 


For, loudly as the evil calls for redreſs, I 
am not ſo ſanguine as to expect chat, ſhould 
you adopt even the gentleſt meaſures, you 
will be able to put them in execution, with- 
out exciting all the clamour, and provoking 
all the malignity, with which irritated ſelfiſh- 
neſs ſeruples not to oppoſe all thoſe whom 
it deems its enemies. Should Parliament, N 
by your means, be brought to take che ſitu- ; 
ation of the negroes into its conſideration, be 
prepared, Sir, to meet with every attack | 
that diſappointed avarice can confure up 
againſt you : be prepared to hear yourſelf | 
ridiculed and execrated ; your views miſre- 
preſented, your meaſures obſtructed, and 
even your motives queſtioned: be prepared, 
in ſhort, to encounter all that reformers - 
uſuglly * to n Your only hope 

| i” — 


| tas 
| of ſactels.ins Hon che ata wet Men 


and prejudices ydu attack, form but a ſmall 


part of the community: your, only reward 


will be the applauſe of good men, and the 


congratulations of your own conſcience. I 
now proceed to fulfil the remaining part of 


my engagement, and to ſubmit to you 'a 
fe obſervations on ſome of the meaſures 


I have heatd recommended, as likely to 
bring about an alleviation, at leaſt, of the 


evils complained of. I ſhall take them as 


nearly as I can in their natural order. 


The firſt meakite of which 1 ſhall cle 


notice, is to prohibit, hy Act of Parliament, 


the importation of Slaves into the Weſt 
India iſlands, undet the ſevereſt penal 


tien. 


. a this 1 anſwer, that 'for ſome years 
after the diſcovery" ef Attietiea, the blun- 


e dering 


t 48 3 

Lernig avatice of Spain and Portugal made 
it capital to export gold or filver.. If penal- 
dies had been all that was wanting, this 
ſurely was ſufficiently ſevere 3 but the Le- 
_ giſlatures of thoſe countries were at laſt . 
"obliged to give way, and repeal a law as 
-abſurd as it was fanguinary : the demand 
of the reſt of Europe for gold and ſilver, 
occaſioned the. exportation of 'thoſe metals, 
in ſpite of every prohibition. In the ſame 
manner, the demand for Slaves in our 
_ Iſlands, while it continues as great as it 
is at preſent, will beat down every obſtacle 
thrown in its way. If the law is executed 
negligently, | they will be brought in at 
noon-day': if it be enforced with rigour, 
which is not likely to be the caſe, they 
will be introduced clandeſtinely. The Po- 
lice muſt be much more vigtant than it 
has ever Rees, or e can be, in a 
1 ** | upon 


_—_ 


[ 43.] 
upon a trade g of which the profits are ſo 
high. The Act, therefore, might excite a 
good deal of clamour, but would hardly 
| e real alan. e | 


"1 


But even ſhot you iba the ell nearer 
its head, and were able to check, to any 


conſiderable degree, the trade for Slaves on | 
the (coaſt of Africa itſelf, ſtill your prohis 
bitions and''penalties would hot reach the 


Dutch or the French: you only enable 


them to get excluſive poſſeſſion of the mara 


| ket, and not only to ſupply themſelves 
cheaper than they can do at preſent, but 


alſo to make a profit by ſupplying us: 
che final conſequence of the whole will be, 
that the produce: of our Weſt- Indian poſ- 
ſeſſions muſt come to the Britiſh market, 
| loaded with the additional profits of the 


Dutch or French merchant, on the origi- 


. e together with the 


G 2 | profits 
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pivfits of che ſmuggler, who fupplies our 
n ih AN SEP d 
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gating every ntgros \free the moment he 


be next Nope d 15: apparently more 
kin and wiſhes only for a law, de- 


lands in the Welk: Indies Let us ſuppoſe, 
that a. Large of Slayes has juſt been ſet | 


Wietches nbeilying an the beach exhauſted, 


bythe Rare of inactien to which they werg 


waineed being de voyage, and perhaps 
labauring under forme peſtilential diſeaſe, 


the; conſequence of tainted. air, and bad 


proviſtone 2; Mhbat arg they to do To riſe 
and ia the e hegroes in the. mountains? 


"They neren bean of them zo and if they: had. 
they neither know! the: way, nor have they 


grengeh to er em: Or are they to 
make a bargain. fot themſelves with the fur- 


. ee 


3 - 1 
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„ 

that they may preſerve their exiſtence? Or, 
to put no more caſes, ate they to riſe in 
4 body and revenge the cauſe of humanity 
on the monſters who cauſed them to be 
brought thither, and exterminate ? 
But the ſcheme is too abſurd to merit a 
ſerious anſwer. n 


the 2 have heard W which 
=, that fince. there is but little hope that 
_ _ the. Trade will be aboliſhed, let the ſitua- 
tion of che negroes be alleviated. by ſuch 
regulations in their favour as Parliament, 
in its wiſdom, -ſhall think fit to adopt. This 
fcheme is at once ſo moderate, and fo ra- 
tional, that whenever I have heard it ſug- 
geſted, it has always given me great plea- 
fure to inform the humane propoſers of it, 
and Ne the. very men ng whom the 
ny _ cauſe 
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cauſe of the negroes is now to be pleaded. | 
I refer you to the Acts of the Aſſemblies 
of the different iſlands, in which you will 
firid many proviſions made for protecting 
che Slaves from the tyranny of more than 
commonly ſevere maſters. If more than 
this is aimed at, if you wiſh to put them 
on the footing on which the labouring 
claſs of people ſtand in England, I believe 
that nothing but the total abolition of 
| flayery' can have that effect. But you 
ſay, you wall 'be Ltisfied, fince nothing 
better can be had, with ſomething between 

their preſent miſery, and the happy Nate 
of che lower ranks in England: ſuppoſe _ 
then, that in order to obtain it, you con- 
fer certain rights on the Slaves which they 
have not at preſent ; and, in order to ſe- 
cure to them the enjoyment of thoſe 
rights, that you erect a tribunal, to which 
they may reſort for redreſs; 1 preſume you | 


> 


l ar I, 8 
will. not ſuffer Planters to e on that: tri- 


bunal; yo muſt, therefore, ſend out 


Jud ges from this country: but is there 
not a poſſibility —is there not an extreme 
probability, that thoſe Judges will incline 
much more, in the execution of their of- 
 fice, to che ſide of the Planters, than to 
that of the negroes ? That they will be 
partial towards men with whom they will 


be in daily habits of ſocial intercourſe 3 


with whom they will be forming the ſtricteſt 
connections of friendſhip and alliance ; and 


whoſe / influence, ſhould they preſume to 
do their duty with rigour, may be ſuffi· | 
cient to remoye them from their poſts; 


than towards thoſe whom, perhaps, they 
already conſider as beings of an inferior 
ſpecies, and from whom they. have, at 

leaſt, nothing either to fear or to hope ? 


Such a Judicature, if it be partial, as. 1 


dae it wil inevitably be, will be nu- 
Satory. 


„ 
Satory. If it mould, by chance, be coins 
poſed of men of more than ordinary inte | 

grity, who! ſhould endeavour to anſvrer 

the purpoſe for which they roceived their 
cotmmiſſons, it would immediately be de- 
ened both there and at home, and either 
| the Members removed, or the Court "itſelf | 
aboliſhed as a grievance : for I believe it 
may be aſfumed as a fact, proved beyond 


4 5 diſpute by hiſtory, chat no attempt of any 


| Legziarure to regiilats the relation between! . 
any two bodies: of men has been fucceſs« 
ful, when the party in whoſe favour it 
_ > was thought neceffary to interfere, did not 
 detive from other ſources ſuch a degree of 
weight and importance, as even to enable 
5 it to claim the protection I 
that E iu its behalf, | 


. 
already ſelected for this purpoſe by the 
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great author of the Inquiry into the Nature 
and Cauſes of the Wealth of Nations — 
By the 12th of Queen Anne, chap. 12, it 
is enacted, . That whereas for want of 
” ſufficient maintenance and encourage- 
© ment to-curates, the cures have in ſeve- 
ral places been meanly ſupplied, © the 
% Biſhop is therefore empowered to ap- 
« point by writing, under his hand and 
«ſeal, a ſufficient certain fliperid or al- 
« lowance, not exceeding fifty, nor leſs = 
than twenty pounds a year.“ Forty 
% pounds a year,“ fays Dr. Smith, is 
« reckoned at preſent very good pay for 
a curate; and notwithſtanding this Act 
« of Parliament, there are many curacies 
under cwenty pounds a year. There 


„ journeymen ſhoe-makers i in London, 


« who earn forty pounds a yer; and 
« there is ſcarce an induſtrious workman 
« of any kind in that inetropolis, who 

H 1 does 


4: 50 3 : 
4 does not earn more than twenty. This 
* laſt ſum, indeed, does not exceed what i N 
«* frequently earned by common labourers 
| * in many country pariſhes. Whenever the 

* Jaw.has attempted to regulate the wages 
« of workmen, it has always been rather 
* to lower than to raiſe them: but the 
« to as the wages a; . Pipe for 
« the dignity of the church, to oblige 
* che .xetors. of pariſhes to give them 
« more than the wretched- maintenance g 
which they themſelves would be willing 
eto accept of; and in both caſes, the 
2. law ſcerns, to kine been equally ineffec- 
6 tual, and has never either been able to raiſe 
he wages of curates, or to fink thoſe | 
of laboyrers to the degree that was in- 
10 tended : | becauſe it has never been able to 


« hinder either the one from being willing 
« to Accept * 2 than the legal allow 


* ance, 


1 
&« ance, on account of the indigence of 
« their ſituation, and the multitude of 
«© their competitors; or the other, from 


receiving more, on account of the con- 


_ © trary competition of thoſe who expected 
* to derive either profi or pleaſure from 


„ employing them. 


— But I am afraid, Sir, that you will 


think me an enemy to the cauſe, if I ob- 


ject to every propoſal made to promote it. 
Though, therefore, I. have but little hope 
that even. very moderate regulations would 


produce any permanent or ſolid effects, yet, 


as the experiment would be a cheap one, 


it might be worth while to try it. A great 


deal may be gained, and but little can be 


loſt by it. I am, 
SIR, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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